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Legislation now in House Subcommittee

Underground Tank Bill Approved by Senate

The U. S. Senate approved the Underground Storage Tank Compliance Act to prevent ground water contamination caused by
leaking underground storage tanks. It is now in the House Committee on Energy and Commerce for revue. If approved by
the House, compliance inspections of UST6s will be required at least every two years and delivery of regulated substances
(motor fuels) to non-compliant tanks may be prohibited.

The legislation is described as a bill to amend the Solid Waste Disposal Act to bring underground storage tanks into compliance,
to promote cleanup of leaking underground storage tanks, and to provide sufycient resources for such compliance and
cleanup. It would also increase federal emphasis on training of tank operators. The bill also provides increased funding to
administer the federal underground storage tank program and provides $125 million per year for cleanup of sites contaminated
by methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE). The bill, as passed by the Senate, also permits States to establish requirements more
stringent than the Federal requirements.

Some requirements of the bill as reported to the Senate are:
E That the administrator or a State with an approved program will require compliance inspections of USTs at least
once every two years.

E It directs the administrator to publish operator training guidelines and States to develop and implement a training
strategy consistent with stated requirements.

E It permits the consideration of an owner or operatorgs violation history when enforcing compliance.

According to Mr. Cliff Rothenstein, Director of the Office of Underground Storage Tanks, the General
Accounting Office, (GAO) has reported that approximately 29 percent of USTs are not operated or maintained
properly, and there are particular problems with leak detection systems and anti-corrosion equipment.
While most USTs have equipment that complies with program requirements, proper operation and
maintenance remains a problem. Owners and operators of USTs often have many responsibilities in their
place of business that compete with the time needed to properly operate and maintain UST systems,

he said.
Additional compliance assistance, operation and maintenance training, system inspections,
and enforcement are needed to improve the operation and maintenance of UST systems.

Senator Lincoln Chafee of Rhode Island, author of the bill, says this legislations addresses
the important issue of compliance, or lack of compliance, with the 1998 deadline for tank owners and operators to upgrade,
replace or close tanks that didnét meet minimum federal requirements.

Draper Aden Associates is a full-service engineering and environmental consulting firm. Qur services include: civil/utilities engineering;
environmental services, geological/hydrogeological services; geotechnical/construction/laboratory; site planning & engineering; solid waste
management; surveying; subsurface utility engineering; information management services, GIS and traffic/transportation engineering.
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